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bit Father in Weſton-Favell—Refuſes'to be a 
Plural iſt, and to accept of Collingtree—His laſt 
*. 5, and behaviour under 1t— His laſt words 

death. His Character as a miniſter ; mei 


proving— His private Character; his, met 

01th his * and heavenly converſation in 
- Fompany— His great liberality to ibe poor, and 
rugal management of i.— His learning. His 
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78 Education Ordination He ſuecerde 


Mr. JAMES HERVEY, 4. u. 4 
Rector of Maſlon-F. ed Northamptonſhire. ' 
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„ of preaching—Catechiſing, and 2 a 


or THE LATE REVEREND | 


Mur. JAMES EEE 


HE Rev. Mr. Fans HaxvEX was vr 8925 | 
| on Friday the 26th of Feb. 1713-14, d 2 # 

3 ek a country village, one mile fro rom | 
Northampton; his, father being then miniſter 
of the pariſh of Collingtree, within two miles 
of Handingſtone. His mother taught him to * 
read. When he was ſeven. years of age he was 
ſent as a day-ſcholar ts the fo -grammar-ſchogl - 7 i 
at Northampton, where he learned Latin & 2 
Greek; but his progreſs was retarded by his 
ſchool-maſter, who would not ſuffer any ſcholar 3 
to learn faſter than his own ſon. At ſchool he * 
ſhewed a rematkable dexterity at all the innocent RF 
games uſual among children. At the ags of even- 
teen he was entered of Lincoln College, Oxford, * 
under Mr. Hutchins, now Rector of that Col | 
| Us The firſt two. or. three ears he gave little 
ws 
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application to his ſtudies ; but in 1733, contrac- 


ting an acquaintance with ſome perſons, who 


began to be diſtinguiſhed by their ſerious im- 


SORE e of Religion, he became mote attached 


oth to piety and learning. He made himſelf 


wmuſter of Erz Anatomy, Derhan's Phyſico-Theo- 


 togy and Aſtro- Theology, and Spettacle de la Na- 


ue; which laſt he read with. peculiar ſatisfac- 


tion; nor was he leſs delighted by Spence's Eſſay 

en Pope's Odeſſey; to which he often acknow- 

ledged that he owed more of his improvement 
in flile and compoſition, than to any other. 


— 


= * 


_ ſhall exhibition of about 201. a- year; and when 
he Was ordained, his father preſt him very much 


Wdilſt he was at Lincaln-College he had 2 


| : to take ſome Curacy, in or near Oxford, and 
3h Xo hold his exhibition ; but this he would by no 


- |» means comply with, Wine it an injuſtice to 


Uetain it, after he was in orders, from another 


fs \ Perſon who might more want the benefit of that 


* 1 
* 
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JE: He was determined againſt being a 


Hluraliſt; and notwithſtanding his father kept him 
At Oxford, with a deſign he ſhould take his de- 
. pe of Maſter of Arts, and conftantly urged 


jim to do it, yet he could not be perſwaded to 
Yield to ſuch a requeſt, though be was of a fuffi- 


5 85 15 cient ſtanding, looking upon that ſtep as 2 quali- | 
- , Heation intended for his future holding both his 


Bachelor of Arts at Oxford. © '- 


When be left that place in 1736, he went to 


Bis father, and was his Curate; and afterwards 


; He went to London, where he ſtard ſome time. 


He 
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He then was Carate at Dummer, where he eon. , 


ing that Curacy, in the year 1738, he was in- 
-vited to Stoke Abbey, in Devonſhire, the ſeat 


very much for his unaffected piety, When his 


ſiſted that Mr. Hervey ſhould be one of his God- | 1 \ 
fathers, that he might have an eye to his Chri 


honoured to have ſtood ſponſors for Mr, Orch- 


In the year 1740, he. undertook 'the.Curacy 


J.;! cots AAR. ̃ —qp gg Cl dd Sandi. 8 


od probably wrote ſome part of them. He ſays 
in his firſt volume of Meditations, That it was 
in a ride to Kilhampton, in Cornwall, that he 
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tinued about twelve months; and upon his leav- 


of the late Paul Orchard, Eſq; who valued him 


eldeſt fon, the preſent Paul Orchard; Eſq; to 
whom the ſecond volume of Mr. Hervey's A.-. 
ditations is dedicated, was to be baptized, he inn 


tian education; and this he did in preference to 
any gentlemen of large eſtates in that neigh- 
bourhood, who would have thought themſelves 


* 


acd's oom 
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of Biddeford, fourteen miles from Stoke-Abbey, 
where he lived greately beloved by his people; | 
his congregation was large though his ſtipend _ 
was ſmall; his friends, therefore, made a col- | 
lection yearly for him, which raiſed his income 
to'6ol. per ann. At Biddeford he was Curate 
about two years and an half, and remained ſo 
until there was a new Rector of that church(his | 


Rector being dead) who diſmiſed Mr. Hervey 4 
from his Curacy, againſt the united requeſts f !Þ 
his-pariſhoners, who offered to maintain him, of 
at their own Expence. During the time that he: 4 


ived in the Weſt he planned his Meditations, 
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went 
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went into the chop; where he layes the ſcene 
2 of his Meditations. among the Tombs... 
In Auguſt 1743, or thereabouts, he returned 


from Biddeford to Weſton-F avell, and officiated | 


as Qurate to his father. 

The firſt of his writings which raiſed the at- 
tention - of the publick, was his Meditations, 

publiſhed in Feb. 1745-6. This performance 

being well received by the publick, a ſecond vo- 


lume, containing Contemplations on the Night and 


Starry Heavens, and A Winter Piece came abroad 
in December 174 

In June, 1750, his health being much im- 
paired by bis great attention to duty, and his 
friends judging that the change of the air might 
be of benefit to him they formed a deſign which 


tzhey executed, of conveying him to ndon, 
under a pretence of his riding 2 few miles in a 


ſriend's poſt-chaiſe, who was going thither. 
He ſtaid in London from June 1750, until April 
or May, 1752; during which time he was vi- 
| fited with a ſevere ſickneſs, which had well nigh 

put a period to his painful life; but he recovered, 
and, upon his father's death, in May, 17 52, 
he e to Weſton, and ſucceeded him in the 
family livings of Weſton-Favell, worth about 
100 J. and of Collingtree, about 5 miles from 
it, worth about $0], a- year. For ſome time he 


5 remained determined to have Weſton-Favell on- 


ly, and this he frequently declared ta his family 
and friends, and refuſed to accept of Collingtree, 
or to qualify himſelf for it; inſomuch, that it 
was in Ee of e to the. Biſhop; but at 
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not then be prevailed upon to do it; but ſince 
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E 2 
length, through the earneft and conſtant intreaties 
of his family, and of hisfriends, who, unknown : 
to him, had ſent to, and proeured from Ox- 
ford, the neceſſary certificates of his being a 
Batchelor of Arts, in order to his taking his 
Maſter's Degree at. Clarehall, Cambridge, he 
was, after much importunity, | prevailed on to 
comply with their requeſt : and when he waited 
on Dr. Thomas, the then biſhop of Peterbo- 
rough, for inſtitution to Collingtree, which was 
near ſix months after he had been inducted into 
Weſton, he ſaid to him; © I ſuppoſe your Lord 
©ſhip will be ſurpriſed to fee James Herve 
come to deſire your Lordſhip to permit him to | 
be a Pluraliſt ; but I aſſure you, I do it to ſatisfy 
* the repeated ſolicitations of my mother and my 
* ſiſter, and not to pleaſe myſelf,” {tt - 
In November 1752, he printed his Remarks 
en Lord Balingbroke's Letters on the fludy and uſe of » 
Hiſtory; which were not written with a deſign 
to be publiſhed. e PD een ee 

The year following, he publiſhed, for the 
benefit of a poor diſeaſed child, a ſermon preach- 
ed at the Viſitation of Dr. Brown, Archdeacon 
of Northampton, under the title of The Croſs of 
Chrift the Chriſtian's Glory. He had preached be- 
fore this another ſermon at the ſame church; 
which he had been ſolicited to print, bat could 


his death it has been publiſhed, under the title 
of The Miniftry of Reconciliation; xe. 
His Theron and 255 was publiſhed in JIanu- 
ary 1755. Some paſſages in this valuable per- 
hs 88 3 - ._. formance - 


ſormance gave offence to {veral who were at- 


ite ſyſtem of Calviniſm: The Arminians too ob- 
jected to that work: and Mr. Weſly in particu- 
lar, with ſome others, wrote againff it. Mr, 


5 copy within a few pages; and would have 
been publiſhed in a volume of the ſame ſize 


in his ſtudy, were purſued by him as long as 
poſſible, under the diſadvantage of a very weak 

conſttiution of body; which, together with the 
ſeverity of his laſt illneſs, he ſupported without 


, 


in Mile's-Lane, London, and it is much to be 
-wiſhed that he would publiſh it. 4 


in the beginning of October 1758, and grew 
very formidable in the December following; for 


* 
* 
, 
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tached, in general, to the Author's own favour- 


— own defence of Theron. and Aſpaſio, - 
againſt the objections of Mr. Weſly was tranſ- 
mitted” fair ſor the preſs from his ſhort-hand 


with Theron and-Aſpaſio, had he lived a few weeks 
longer. This Manuſcript is now in poſſeſſion of 
his brother Mr. William Hervey Wine Merchant 


In Auguſt 1757, Mr, Hervey obliged the 
publick with the ſubſtance of three Sermons preach- 
ed by him on the late publick-Faft-Days. 

His labours, both in his miniſterial office and 


a ſingle expreſſion of peeviſnneſs. That illneſs 
had long been coming on, but greatly increaſed 


on Sunday the 3d of that month, in the evening. 


after prayer in his family, he ſeemed to be are(- if .« 
ted by the meſſanger of death, ſo that the uni- 


ted aſſiſtance of his ſiſter and ſervant, with diſſi- 


culty enabled him to get up ſtairs into his room. 


became 4 


ine gaining: ground every day, he ſpon” i 


Wh 
\ 
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_ * When Mr. Hervey was in tolerable health, he 
role ſtill earlier in the lummer. 


% 2 
became ſenſible that his end was approaching, 
He had frequent and violent returns of thecram 
Which gave him much acute pain. He had 
| likewiſe a hectick cough, which afflicted him 
ſo grievouſly in the night, that he could ſeldom - 
lie in bed till four*in the morning; and was often 
obliged to rife at two, eſpecially as opium (how 
much ſoever guarded by other medicines) would 
not agree with him. | 1 
On the 15th of that month, he complained 
of a pain in his ſide, for which at his own de- 
fire he was blooded ; though his phyſician Dr. 
Stonehouſe had objected to it; apprehending him 
too weak to bear any evacuation of that kind. 
When the Surgeon came, he could ſcarcely' per- 
ceive any pulſation, and therefore took away no 
more than four ounces of blood, intimating to 
his relations and friends, that the cafe was defi- 
pros and that he had blooded him yery unwill- 
ngly, and merely to ſatisfy Mr. Hervey's defire, 
who had ſome hope that the pain might poſſibly _ 
be relieved by it. His Curate the Reverend Mr. 
Abraham . Maddock, being much with him in 
the afternoon of that day, Mr. Hervey ſpoke to 
him in ſtrong and pathetic terms of his aflurance 


of faith, and of the great love of God in Chriſt. 
O] ſaid be, what has Chriſt, how much has ; 


« Chriſt” done for me; and how little have 1 


91 done for ſo loving a Saviour | 'TE.I preached. 4 f 
* once a week i was ac Laſt a burden to me, 


t B +17: have 
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rarely lay in bed after ſix, even in the winter z ang 
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1541 


3 6 209 not: viſited the people of my Jy 23 


., *© T ought to have done zand thus have preached x 
e it were from houſe to houſe. I have not taken 
Zeyery opportunity of ſpeaking for Chriſt.” 


Theſe-expreſſions being accompanied with tears, 


which were too viſible not to be obſerved ; and 


leſt his tears, ſhould be miſinterpreted,” as they 
had been converſing about his long expected 


end; and of his aſſurance of happineſs ; he pro- 


ceeded thus. Do not think that *I am afraid 
e to die; I aſſure you Iam not. I know what 
my Saviour hath done for me, and I want to 
de gone. But I wonder and Jament to think 
of Fo love of Chriſt in doing ſo much for me, 
4 and how little I have done for him.” And in 
another converſation, diſcourſing likewiſe of 


his approaching diſſolution, which he did with 


* 


the utmoſt calmneſs and ſerenity; and of the 


little which we know of God's word: he ſaid, —= 


Hoy many precious texts are chert big with 


c the rich truths ofChriſt, which we do not com 


e prehend, which we know nothing of; and of 


. * thoſe, which we do know, how few do we re- 


%% member ? Bonus textuarius eft bonus theologus, 
Ko * and that is the armour: The word of God 

dis the, ſword,theſe texts are e the weapons, which 
- 1 muſt uſe when that ſubtle ſpirit, that arch- 


1 « adverſary of mankind, comes to tempt and ſift 


me in my laſt conflict Surely I had need be 


% Well provided with theſe weapons, I had need 


+ haye my quiyer full of them, to anſwer Satan 
< with texts out of the word, of God, when he 


Wy « aſſaults me 


On che 1000, the pains of bis wa abated; 
all 
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2+ add he grew drowſy and ac cri. but in the 
2 night following, his immediate 


cath was appre- 
en hended. _ X „ 
f.“ The next day (the z20th) he was viſited by 
rs, W Dr. Stonhouſe, who declared, that in his opinion, 
nd Mr. Hervey could not live above three or four 
ey days; and diſcourſing on the unprofitableneſs of 
ed riches to the irreligious, Mr. Hervey replied, 
o- © True, Doctor, true, the only valuable treaſures | 
aid WW © are in heaven. What would itavail me now to 
dat W © be Archbiſhop of Canterbury? Diſeaſe would 
to © ſhew reſpect to my mitte. That prelate is 
nk not only very great, but, I am told, he has 
e, religion really at heart; yet it is godleneſs and 
in nqt grandeur, that will avail him hereafter. The 
of goſpel is offered to me, a poor country parſon, 
th the ſame as to his Grace: Chriſt makes no 
he .“ difference between us. Oh ! why then do 
—miniſters thus neglect the charge of ſo kind a 2 
Saviour; fawn upon the great, and hunt after \ 
© worldly preferments with ſo much eagerneſs to 
the diſgrace of our order? Theſe, theſe are the 
* things, Doctor, and not our poverty or ob- 
© ſcurity, which render the Clergy ſojuſtly'con- 
© temptible to the worldings. No wonder the 
- © ſervice of our church, grieved I am to ſay it, 
© js become ſuch a formal lifeleſs thing, ſince it is, 


- Ee" — = 
— — — 


== — — 3 —— — — i CAS — 2 — 8 r - — . 


* alas ! too generally executed by perſons dead to 4 
6 N in all their converſation ; whoſe in- [ 
difference to religion, and werldly-minded be- 


* haviour, proclaim the little regard they. pay to 
© the doctrines of the Lord who bought them“ 
When the Doctor was going away; Mr. Her- 


— 


I : 4 ; * * , 
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vey with great tenderneſs obſerved to him, that 


as not long ago he had a dangerous fall from his 


Horſe; by which he was much bruiſed ; and as he 


had. been very ill, and then looking very pale, he 
hoped he would think on theſe narrow eſcapes, 
Jo often fatal to others as a kind of warning from 
God to him, and remember them as ſuch; ad- 
ding, ** How careful ought we to be to improve 
<« theſe years which remain, at a time of life 
when but few can remain for us!! 
The day beſore his death, Mr.Hervey went a 
few ſteps a-croſs his room, buyimmediately find- 
ing his ſtrength failing him, he ſunk rather than 
fell down; his fall being broken by his ſiſter, 
who obſerving his weakneſs, ran and caught him; 
- but he fainted away, and was in all appearance 
dead, it being a conſiderable time before any 
pulſe could be perceived. When he came to 
| Fimfalt and his brother Mr. William Hervey, 


who was come from Londen to viſit him, ſaid, 


We. were afraid you was gone:“ he anſwered, 

I Wiſh I had” And well might he wiſh ſo, 
for his ſtrength was quite exhauſted, his body 
extremely emaciated, and his bones lo ſore, that 


de could not bear any one to touch him, when it 
Was necellary to move him about. Yet under 
1 all this calamity he was ever praiſing God for his 


mercies and for enduing him with patience, 
On the 25th (Chriſtmas Day) he complained 


much all day of a great inward conflict which 
eas keit bis hand upon bis breaſ, and 
7... Hxxvxy and the Door. wire then berwers 


fois cad fy. 
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ſaying, « Oh you do not know how great a 
conflict I have.” And after he had: ſat for ſome 
time with his eyes conſtantly lift up to wards 
heaven, and his hands claſped together ina pray- 
ing form, he ſaid, + When this great conflict is 
over then but ſaid no more; tho” it was 
underſtood, he meant that then he ſhould go tos.” 
reſt. 1 
Br. Stonhouſe eame to him about Three 
hours before he expired; Mr. Hervey urged 
ſtrongly and affectionately to the Doctor the 
importance and care of his een concerns, 
as here is no abiding place, and intreated him not 
to be e =» with the cares of this life; but 
to attend, amidſt the 8 of ws. bulineſs ſt 
to the one thing needful.” 
ies done, the poorefii can n wants ab; Ti 
| Aud which not done, the riche(! muſt be poor... 
The Doctor ſeeing the great difculty : and 
pain with which he ſpoke (for he was almoſt. - 
ſuffocated with phlegm and frequent vomitings) 
and finding by his pulſe that the pangs of death 
were then coming an, deſired that he would ſpare- 
himſelf. No, ſays he, Doctor, no. You tell 
© me I have but a few moments to live, Oh !- 
© let me ſpend them in adoring our Great Re- 
© deemer. ' Though my fleſh and my heart fail 
, * me, yet God is the ſtren th of my heart, and 
my portion for eyer.” He then expatiated in 
the moſt ſtriking manner hep theſe words of 
bt. Paul, 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23: © All things wo 
. urs, life and death : for ye are Chriſt's.“ 
__ lays he, is thetreaſure of a Chriſtian, 
LD Death 
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FN 
© Death is reckoned amongſt this inventory. 
and a noble treaſure it is. How thankful am 
. © T fordeath, as it is the paſſage through which 


II Þ paſsto the Lord and giver of eternal life, 


and as it frees me from all this miſery you now 
©: ſee me endure, and which Iam willing patient- 


© ly. to endure as long as God thinks fit; for 


© I know he will by and by, in his own good 
© time, diſmiſs me from the body.. Theſe |; ht 


_ © afflictions are but for a moment, and then 
1 comes an eternal weight of glory. Oh | wel- 


come, welcome death; thou. mayſt well be 
<. reckoned among the treaſurers of the Chriſtian. 
— To live is Chriſt, but to die is gain.“ 


As the Doctor was taking his final leave of 
him, Mr. Hervey expreſſed great gratitude for 
his viſits, though it had been long out of the 


power of medicines to cure him. 
lle then pauſed a little, and with great ſerenity 


and ſweetneſs in his countenance, though the 


pangs of death were then upon him, he raiſed a 
little in his chair, repeated thoſe words, Lord, 
no letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, 


"eo according to thy moſt holy and comfortable 
© *'wword, for mine eyes have ſeen thy precious ſal- 
vation.“ Here, Doctor is my cordial : what 

© are all the cordials given to ſupport the dying, 


in compariſon of that which ariſes from the 
p promiſes of ſalvation by Chriſt ? This, this 

- © ſupports me.“ About three o'clock he ſaid, 
© The great conflict is over.— Now all is done.” 


After which he ſcarce ſpoke any other word in- 
*telligibly, except now and then, precious Salvation. | 


/ 


During 


> w—  - goa- LM 


During the laſt hour he ſaid nothing, but lean= 
ed his head againſt the fide of an caſy-chair, and - 


without a ſigh, groan, ftruggle, or the leaſt 


emotion in the world, he ſhut his eyes, and died. 
between four and five in the afternoon, on 


* Chriſtmas Day 1758, in the forty-fiſth year of 
' his ' age. N 


When his body was conveyed to church, it 


waz carried by his expreſs deſire with the poor's. 
pall, and he was buried under the communion- 


table in the chancel of Weſton-Favell church, 


on Friday December 28th, in the preſence of a 
numerous congregation, full of regret for the 
loſs of ſo excellent- a paſtor, His funeral was 

indeed a moſt awful and very affecting fight— 


Mr. Maddock his Currate; who buried him, 
was himſelf in tears, —ſome were wringing their 
hands, others ſobbing : many were ſilently weep- 


ing, but all were inwardly and ſincerely grieved, 
as their looks ſufficiently teſtihed, 
It may truly be ſaid of him, that few lives have | 
ever been mere heavenly.— Few deaths have 


ever been more triumphant.— He died in the 


Lord, and is now at reſt; where even the wick- 
ed ceaſe from troubling; his name is recorded in 


the annals of eternity, and the honours conferr- 
ed on him by Chriſt, will forever continue bloom- 
ing and incorruptible in the world of Glory. 
_ His Character, both in his public and private 
capacity, was of the moſt exemplary kind. 
Ass a miniſter, he performed all the duties of 


that office with the greateſt ſtrictneſs. In the 


pulpit he was earneſt and fervent, and * 
. , 1 at 


„ 


BI oy 4, | 
aa be felt the cats of what he bel. | 
Nor did he'think it fufficent to preach on Sab- 

- baths only, but ſet up a weekly, lecture every 
| Wedneſday evening at Weſton-Favęll church 9. 
The laſt two or three years of his life he could 
ſcarce do any thing more than preach once on 
the Sabbath, when people from many miles 
around flocked to hear him. His Wedneſday 
evening Lecture at ſeven he diſconugyed for the 
laſt year. He had not been f, able; for ſome 
time to preach at Collingtree, or to viſit his 
e at their own houſes, as his cuſtom 
ad been; bur he encouraged them to come to 
him, and to converſe freely upon the ſubjects 
relating to their eternal intereſts, and on fuch 
occaſions he would ſpeak with a force and pro- 
priety peculiar to himſelf, | | 
+ He always preached without notes, except on 
ſome 0 — ee 3 but his method 

| Was 


* * This laue was held A the winter w 
gear at ſeven, as it did not then inter ee with the 
work of the labouring people; and be illuminated 
the church out of his own pocket, not chuſing to put 
be pariſh to any additional expence. _ 

I + Mr, Hervey never had any prefirment given 
Him; nor ever ſolicited fer any; but continued a 
Curate till his father's death in Moy I 7 52; when 

be took poſſeſſion of the tws famiq livings, which 
- yoor® within five meaſured miles of each other) M. 
and his Curate' uſed to attend alter natehs 
| all health him e ta We mr | 
' Fave 
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was judicious, clear, and not encumbered with 
too many ſubdiviſions. © His weakneſs rendered 
him for ſeveral months before his death incapable 
of ſpeaking to his congregation as uſual, . 


he ſhortened his diſcourſes, and took a moſt 
uſeful method ef inculcating his inſtructions ; 
for after he had expounded his text, and, divided 
his ſermon into two heads (rarely into more, 


and never exceeding three)he would ſpeak briefly, 


— 


plaineſt manner to the 


and at the concluſion of each head inforce what 
he had ſaid, by a pertinent text of ſcripture, de= _ 
firing his congregation(which was generally very 
numerous) tq turn to their Bibles, ard double 
down that text. Now, added he, my dear 


© brethren, if you forget my ſermon, you cannot 
forget God's word in his ren, ial you wil- 


fully throw your Bibles afide. - 'Shew theſe to 


© your children, or the abſent part of your family 


© when you return home.“ Then he gave a4 

ſtriking exhortation, and at the end of it another 

text for them to double down, ſo that he had 

always three texts; in order to their finding f 
b he pauſed in the pulpit two or three. 


whic 
minutes. | 


He indeavoured as much as poſſible to diveſt | 


himſelf in his publick | diſcourſes of his uſual 


elegience of ſtile, and to adapt his language ta 2 


the loweſt capacity. In this he followed the 
example of Luther, who'in his table-talk ſays, 
If in my preaching I were to pay a regard ta 
Philip Melancthon and other learned divines, 
© then I ſhould do. little 


« content to all. 


_ I preach in the 
literate, and that gives 


miniſter ? No, Sir. 


| having frequented the ale-houſe, he thus cate- 


cChiſed one of the children before the congre- 


gation : Repeat me the fourth command- 
ment. New, little man, do you underftand the 
meaning of this commandment ?—Yes, Sir, 
Then, if you do, you will be able to anſwer me 
_ theſe queſtions. ——Do thoſe keep holy theSabbath- 
day, who lie in bed till eight or nineo'clock in 
the morning, inftead of riſing to ſay their prayers 


and read the Bible? No, Sir, Do thoſe keep 
'. the Sahhath who fodder their cattle, when other 


people are going to church? No, Sir,. Does 
God Almighty bleſs ſuch people as go to ale- 
houſes, and don't mind the inſtructions of their 
n't thoſe who love God 
read the Bible to their families, particularly on 
Sabbath evening, and have prayers every morn- 
| ines e in their houſes ? Ves, Sir— _ 
ile breakfaſted at nine, and about eight he 
called his family together, and required each of 


338 ſervants to repeat by heart the text which he 
| kad: explained the preceding evening, and ew. | 


J X 


\ 
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he wound reca itulate 625 expoſition; by 1 which. 
method both | is text and commentary were im 


printed on their memories: alter this 
prayers, | 


Greek Teftament with him, and would ſpeak 


his Hebrew Bible or 


* 
* Cf 


= i the: afiernocs; what he Was e ot 
d tea, he uſed to bring 


either upon one or more verſes, as occafion offer 


ed. And in the ſummer ſeaſon he would now 
and then drink tea, when his health would pemit 


him, with ſome of his moſt ſerious pariſhioners ; 
and then five or ſix of the - neighbours were in · 
. vited ; and Mr. Hervey's converſation was re- 


markably affecting: as he had a happy talent at 
ſpiritualizing almoſt every incident; and was 
naturally of a moſt obliging and chearful diſpo- 


tion. Ns 
In the exerciſe of his charity he choſe to clothe = 


the poor rather than give them money; and he 


would get ſome judicious perſon to buy linen, 
coarſe cloth, ſtockings, ſhoes, - &c. for them ar 
the beſt kad; alledging that the poor could not 
purcha ſe on ſuch root terms what they wanted 
at the little ſhops, and with ſmall ſums of money. 2 


» fv 


I am, ſaid he, God's ſteward: for the poor, 


and I muſt huſband the little pittance I haye- | 

| fe to beſtow upon them, and make it go as far av, 
. © poffible.” But when money would be-really. 

ſerviceable to a family, as to a prudent houſe- 

keeper, / diſtreſſed by ſickneſs-or misfortunes, he. 
would give five, or more, guineas at a time; 
taking care that it ſhould be known whence the 

; ears do came. He was W 2 of _ 
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IRR 2 the advice of a phyſician (or af leaſt of 1 1 
Iiome judicious apothecary) for the fick poor; I 7 
| and was ever ready to procure them the very beſt 4 


medicines. He would frequently petition ſuch 
W _ phyſicians of his acquaintance in different parts 
= of the kingdom, as he apprehended to be chari- 
=. - . tably diſpoſed, to give their advice occaſionally, 
when they rode through a town, to ſuch poor 
creatures, as the clergyman of the place, or ſome 
fſubſtantial inhabitant ſhould recommend, as real 
Objects of compaſſion. He gieatly diſproved of 
= _theclergy'sattempting to give medicines to their 
pPariſhioners; as he thought it impoſſible for them 
todo it with the requiſite judgment. Let my 
btethren, he would ſay, give them wine, bread, 
or beer, and get good ſpoon-meats made for 
them; but medicines are of too important a 
nature to be given indiſcriminately. He ob- 
ſerved, that by his own method the ſick poor 
uad the very beſt medicines; as the phyſician ſaw 
_ them himſelf, and bought them very cheap; 
becauſe the apothecary knowing they were for 
©, - - charitable uſes charged the phyſician. no more 
.._ _ than. prime: coſt, | with ſome little allowance 
merely for his trouble in compounding them: 
Ef. -. ad + fps phyſician knew what diſeaſes were 
"curable, there was no waſte of medicine in 
fruitleſs attempts to cure caſes, which, though 
Actually incuriable, perſons of leſs judgment 
cCoould not pronounce. to be ſo. 
tile gave away a great number of good books, pr 
with ſuitable inſtructions for their uſe, and br 
__ eſpecially Bibles. In the blank leaf he peg dc 
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1y wrote ſomething ſtriking, or elſe ſtuck in A 1 


wondered how he managed. it ſo well as to have 
ſuch large ſums to ſpare for charitable uſes. He 
ſold the copy of his Meditations after it had paſ- 


copy, and the profits of the former impreſſions, 
amounted to about 700l. all which he gave away 


This, ſaid he, I have devoted to God. 


© I write not for. profit or for fame, but to ſerve. 


© diftreſles of my fellow creatures with the pro- 


| likewiſe left all the future profits of his works to. 
. ſome of the charitable uſes above ſpecified,  . | 


but of his regard to practical religion and tothe 8 
doing of every gbod work within his power. 1. | 


* 


\ 
\ _ 
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printed paper, relating to the promiſes of God in 
% 
His income was but ſmall; and it may be 


ſed through ſeyeral editions; which fale of the : - + 


in charity. He made of it a bank for the poor. 
© will on ne accountapply it to any worldly uſes, 


© the cauſe of God; and as he has bleſt my. ati 1 
< tempt, I think myſelf bound to releave tze 


— 


© fit that comes from this quarter.“ He has 


In any expencc relating to himſelf, he was 
extremely frugal, that he might be liberal to 
ethers; and it was always his deſire to die jus F 
even with the world, I will be my ownexecutor,” 
Taid he. And, as he died on Chriſtmas Day, 
his fund expired almoſt. with his life. What 
little remained, he deſired might be given in warm 
cloathing to the poor in that ſevere ſeaſon. 
To the inſtances of his charity we may pro- 
perly add an incident which affords a very ſtrong 
proof not only of the benevolence of his heart, 
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_ Afar or n before h his ' IM when he was 
reduced to ſuch extreme weakneſs as to be unable 
to read, and could with difficulty ſpeak, a little 
account being ſettled with dim by a friend on 
the ballance of which he received 18s. looking 
on the money with vn; indifference, he expreſs'd 
Hicaſelf to this effekt; 5 I would gladly diſpoſe 
of this ſmall um i in ſuch a manner as ma 
8 0 do the moſt good; It is the only n 
5 now am, 55 


perfura . 
44 of look theſe 1 5 er you i ke 
«* find Mr. ichard's Nee at the later end il 14 


OF: ing Me) means 0) "promoting Religion in ourſelves T 
«or, others, which (even with ſome additions I ne 
6 e improvements which you. Many ou avs 


3 901 ullel; in that e . then | uch a pr 
£ number of them be printed and given away I 4. 
4 « as this money will admit of.” His orders . 
Were properly executed, and the evidences of. | 
-  fuch an angelic temper were equally matter of c., 
edification and comfort to his friends, as this cha- 1 
© ritable legacy (if we may ſo call it) will be toall F © 
who e and rightly uſe it. 94 
This incident, tis to be hoped; will be can- I. 
' Gdidly confidered by thoſe who draw ſuch in-. 
feerences from his favourite doctrine and * In 
expreſfions, of the all-ſufficient righteouſneſs o 
Christ, as his whole life did in the moſt exem- 
ben planner confute, e 
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greater diſregard for money, which he eſteem' d 


unworthy of his notice upon any other account, 


than as it furniſhed him with the means. of do- 


ing good. Surely we may here borrow the den- 


timent and expreſſion of our celebrated poet, 
and juſtly conclude, that, I ng 
— He felt his ruling paſfion ſtrong in death.“ 


In learning he was inferior to few. Greek was 


almoſt as familiar to him as his native language. 
He was a great maſter of the claſſies; and in the 
younger part of his life had written ſome verſes, 
which ſhewed no contemptible genius for poetry. 
He had a critical knowlege of the Hebrew tongue, 
and delighted in it. TAS „ 
With reſpect to his private capacity, he was 
never known to be in a paſſion. No worldly 
concerns (tho' he ſometimes met with very try- 
ing ones) ever affected him. His humility ren- 
dered him invulnerable.— When he was miſre- 


preſented and calumniated, he would fay, * Our 


enemies are ſome times our beſt friends, and 
© tell us truths; and then we ſhould amend our 
* faults, and be thankful for ſuch information: 
and if what they fay be not true, and only 
* ſpoke through malice, then ſueh perſons are to 
© be conſidered as diſeaſed in their minds, and 


© that he would pray for them. | They are to 
© be pitied, ſays he, and I might as juſtly be 
© angry with a man that is diſeaſed in his body.“ 
In his ordinary tranſactions with others, he was 
ever chearful, punctual, juſt, and candid to 
Nong of every denomination, 
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'. LIE e thele irrefragable proofs, 
mat Mr, Hervey's opinions(even ſuppoſing ſome 


* 


of them, in their remote conſequences, were not 
© altogether defenſible) had no pernicious influence 
on eee z it is but juſtice to add, 
that he guards againſt the abuſes of the Anti- 
nomians, though he has himſelf been branded 
with that odious name. Nay ſome of his enemis 
have not ſcrupled to aſſert, That his tenets 


_ >. '* poſpel holineſs, and deſtructive even of com- 
mon morality, and very injurious to ſociety 


men melancholly, and re- 


. Ig of buſineſs,” . | 


eſe were the very-words of an abuſive and 
An anonymous letter, ſent to. him by the poſt; 
on which that meek and excellent man obſerved 
to an intimate friend, with all his uſual mildneſs, 
Indeed this gentleman may be faid, I think, 
« to write at random.—vutely he has never read 


s my works: If Iknew where to direct to him, 


I ſhould defire him to turn to What J have 
e advanced page 124, in the ad volume of my 


e might convince him of his miſtake,” 


* 12 Meditations, and ſuch areply, I would hope, 


Wbatever vein of Calviniſm runs through his 


writings, yet the weak'ning the obligations to 
perrity and holineſs of life, was the fartheſt 
©,  Imaginable from his view. And when perſons of 
2 Fenz have pointed out to him ſuch expreſ- 
ions as were liable to be miſunderſtood in that 
reſpect, he always diſavowed any ſuch, meaning, 
affirm d, that the fault was not in the evangeli- 
Tas. | . 2 | f 1 
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Be were diſhonourable to God, ſubverſive of all 


Be 
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FT 
cal doctrines, ſo much inſiſted on by him; but 


in the miſapp rehenſions, ignorance, or inatten- 


tion of thoſe who abus d them to licentiouſneſs--= 
he would then add, he was ready to alter or re- 
tract any ſentiment or Nen which he ap- 
prehended to be really objectionable; but that 
to make things equally clear to every one's ap- 
prehenſion, or to have the ſame effect upon every 
one's mind, was an impracticable attempt, 
About a week before Mr. Hervey was taken 
ill, Mr. Maddock mentioned to him a report 
that was ſpread about concerningMr. Sandiman's 
Letters on Theron and Aſpaſio, to this effect: 
That he ( Mr. Hervey) had written a letter to 
Mrs. Cooke, and there had ſaid, that Mr, Sandi- | 
man was in the right, and had convinced him of 
his error; or words to that purpoſe. To which 
he anſwered, that he had written a letter to Mrs. 
Cooke, and therein he had acknowledged; that 
many of Mr, Sandiman's remarks were judicious, 
and that he had corrected ſome of his expreſſions 


and inaccuracies. - But that he was very far froi 


having changed his opinion as to the ſubſtance and 
matter of the argument: for therein he thought 
r. Sandiman was intirely wrong. Where 
upon Mr. Maddock deſired he would inſert an 
advertiſement in the London papers, ſign'd by 
himſelf, to ſet this miſtake right, left it might 
hinder the ſale and reading of his books, and, 
thereby prevent much good. To which he 
agreed ; and added, that de would let that para- 
raph ſtand in his Anſwer to Mr. Weſley, relat- 
vg to Mr. Sandiman, only ſoftening the ex- 


” 
0 


"pion a little; but all this was prevented by 
his illneſs TTC 
Ihe paſſage in Mr. Hervey's Letter to Mrs, 
Cooke referred to above, is as follows; 
& Book has lately appeared in two volumes, 
-"* entitled, Letters on Theron and Aſpaſis, I cannot 
'* ſay I would recommend it to your peruſal; 

* but 1 would be glad if you would mention it 

in ſome converſation with your learned and 

_ * devoutviſitants in order to know their opinion; 
for my own part, I hardly can tell what opinion 
to form. The author conceals his name, and 

© it ſeems difficult to diſcover his principles or 

© his aim, Some things are excellent, written 
with ſpirit, and in a ftrain e evangelical. 
In ſome things I and corrected by him ; I 

© kiſs the rod; and, far from. being diſpleaſed, 

© am thankful for his animadverfions ; though 

© in ſome. inſtances he has acted a diſingenuous 
part; not conſulting the moſt correct edition 

© of my book; not adverting to my own expla- 

© nation of my meaning; and making me ap- 
prove the w ble of a perſon's works, where I 

© only commend fome particular part. But what 
gives me the greateſt diſguſt, and will, I believe, 
offend ever candid 15 34 is a bitter vain of 


© contempt and inyective againſt ſome of the 
< beſt men that ever "lived, and ſome of the 
© beſt authors that ever wrote. I once tho't the 


_ © Apoſtle. James's queſtion implied an im- 
205 e 8 + ems to be reduced to real 
* fact by the pen of this critic, in the Letters on 
5 Der en and Aſpaſio, where the fountain ſendeib 
© forth at the ſame place, in the ſame performance, 
« fweet water and bitter« Mr, 
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\ Me: Here's ee z chis ſtrange piece 
may be further {een in another Letter to a fend? 7 
where he ſays ;.. PAGE El Nba A Os 
Wich them “ intend to put into your hand 
4 Liter lately publiſhed, under the title of 


3 


* Letters on Theron and Aſpaſi, the author is 2 
* Scotſman, I preſume, becauſe they are printed 
© at Edinburgh, and he gave orders for a (et to be 
i ſent to me from.thence, He conceals his name, 
and none that I am acquainted with are able 
to diſcover whoſe work it is. There are ſome 
*©* ſtrictures on my performance, but by far the 
© greateſt part of the book is very wide from this 
mark. Some things are truly excellent, and 
s ſome animadverſions upon me are perfectly juſt ; 
© but others (if I miſtake not) are unfair and 
© diſtngenuous. The manner of writing is - | 
no means deſpicable, rather elegant and ſpirited. 
than coarſe or dull. But there is ſuch an im 
* placable bitterneſs of ſpirit, and ſuch an un- 
© chriſtian virulence of cenſure againſt many ef 
'* the beſt men that ever liv'd, and beſt authors 
© that ever wrote, as much ſurpriſes and greatly 
'© offends, me, I think I never ſaw a notion of 
faith more Jax, nor an idea of grace more ex- 
alted, than in this book, However I will not 
* foreſtal your judgement, but will deſire your 
* acceptance of the piece and your remarks upon 
117777777; ĩͤ v 6 
| © Theſe letters are ftriking proofs of this excel 
lent man's candour and meekneſs ; that though WR 4 
in juſtice to himſelf and others, he modeſtly. de- 5 
8 2 *. e 
Via. Two or three ſermons he 16as going to publiſh. 
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BB virulence of that author, yet, at the ſame time, 
5 he gladly ackowledges what is 157 5 t, and meekly 
doors, that he ſtands corre ed by him in ſome 
3 things, kiſſes the rod, and is than ul for his 
v animadverſions. A danger truly noble and 
3 eminently chriſtian | 

A Who to a friend his faults can freely ſhow, 
A y praiſe the merit of a ſoe. 
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| (29) 
ON THE 


.D E Aru 


Of the late Reverend 


. JAMES HERVEY, 
TRANIA ſpeak ! in beate numbers tell 


How Zion trembled when greatHervey fell! 
Wben fail d his rength, and when his pulſe beat 


low, 


Tellhow ſhe mourn'dtoſee the * blow [ 
O thou to whom all ſacred themes oh 
Pour forth the ſweetly neg ſong 


. grim Death hath ſhot the fatal dart, : 
Which long ſeem'd pointed at his languid heart. 


Tv inſatiate Tyrant, crown d with fun ral gloom, . | 


In triumph drags him to the hollow . a 
Who now ſo well can paint the blooming flow'rh, 


Or preach from ſepulchres? At midnight hour, 


Who can ſo well the ſtarry heavens ſcan, 
And read the lectures N ** 45 meant for man ?̃ 
No more his voice a careleſs world can move, 
Or tell the wonders of redeeming {love ; - 


No more ſhall thouſands round his pulpit _—_ 
g Is wo the e e of his m—_ + 
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' Alluding t to his Hts on a' 3 | 
den, and Meditations on the Tomba; To his Cn. 
templations on the Night,and an the Starry Heavents 


% 


a. 
- 


6- 
For lo! above 5 grols i impurer a Air, 
Releas'd fronitviry pain, and evety care: 
He ſoars aloft ( * hoſts his guide) 
On wingsnew d, which ne'er efore he tty d. 


With rapid ſpeed his * 89 olden pin * lle 
Thx ſtarry plains, and skim th pyrean skies. 
And now, whete ſparkling pirtald\ — diſplay 


The TIS regions o of cjergal day 
The Lokp receives h midſt e lcltisl eh6irs, 


Who crown his head, & A their golden lyres ; 
Th heaven's glad: courts the ee W 


roll, 
2502 rid iboming fealt bis raviſh'd foals; 
oys, which to tell all eloquence is faint, _ 
which the loftieſt mule can never paint. 2 
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* yer of Me. NIXON, Redder of "te | 
.- Hionam in NoRTHAMPTON. 77 


WIe K ooh Hell che. canvas weary 
By ile we, Heruqy s form and ait. 
5 n! with like happy labour cou'd I trace 
Pack virtue, each exalted Chriſtian grace, 
*  " Þaeb heav'aly gift with which his foul was bleſt, 
And fix the bright aſſemblage in my breaſt ; + 
Then how tranſcendant far would be my plan: 
N mene ſhade 3 * man. 


* 
N We 


